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Telemetry 3, Station 1 Unit Awarded Silver-Level 
Beacon Award for Excellence 

The Telemetry 3, Station 1 Unit at Pomona  
Valley Hospital Medical Center (PVHMC) was 
recently conferred a silver-level Beacon Award 
for Excellence from the American Association 
of Critical-Care Nurses (AACN).  
 
The Beacon Award for Excellence — a signifi-
cant milestone on the path to exceptional               
patient care and healthy work environments — 
recognizes unit caregivers who successfully              
improve unit outcomes and align practices 
with AACN’s six Healthy Work Environment 
Standards. Units that earn this annual award 
with a gold, silver or bronze designation meet 
specific criteria established by AACN that               
represent the characteristics and components 
of the unit environment that nurses can                 
influence to achieve nursing excellence. 
 
AACN President Jennifer Adamski, DNP,                  
APRN, ACNP-BC, CCRN, FCCM, applauds the 
commitment of the caregivers at the Tele 3, 
Station 1, Unit for working together to meet 
and exceed the high standards set forth by the 
Beacon Award for Excellence to achieve a 
Bronze/Silver/Gold level designation.                 

These dedicated healthcare professionals join 
other members of our exceptional community 
of nurses, who set the standard for optimal               
patient care. 
 
“The Beacon Award for Excellence recognizes 
caregivers in outstanding units whose                     
consistent and systematic approach to evidence
-based care optimizes patient outcomes. Units 
that receive this national recognition serve                 
as role models to others on their journey to ex-
cellent patient and family care,” she explains. 
 
Many units provide exceptional patient care, 
however ,Beacon Awarded units distinguish 
themselves by excelling in many areas               
demonstrated in their application. Through 
participation in the Beacon Award Program 
units can compare and reflect on their                   
performance compared to global applicants. 
There are very subtle differences for different 
scoring levels, often differentiated by one 
point or less. All awardees demonstrate        
dynamic and outstanding performance in the 
areas of: Patient Outcomes, Nursing Workforce 
and Work Environment. 
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I am thrilled that Pomona Valley Hospital Medical Center (PVHMC) is participating in            
the "2025 Best Places to Work in Healthcare" nominations program, an initiative               
spearheaded by Modern Healthcare and the Workforce Research Group. About 500 of 
our Associates were randomly selected to be surveyed – if you have received this survey 
via email from surveys@workforcerg.com please respond by April 4, 2025. Remember, 
your responses are confidential. 

In my 47 years at PVHMC, I have seen an expansion of the Hospital in both access to           
and quality of care. It makes me proud to say that we are a leading provider in various 
services, including cardiovascular, maternity and trauma care, to name a few.  

We strive to ensure that you understand that you are important and valued as an                        
Associate, whether that be through our competitive pay and benefits, investment in 
your growth through tuition and certification reimbursement, opportunities to move               
throughout the organization, or the many dynamics that contribute to a positive                    
workplace culture, including living our CHANGE Values, shared governance and                            
professional practice models in the workplace, and more. 

It is also because of the dedication of our Associates that PVHMC has thrived and                    
received various accreditations worth mentioning. I am proud to announce PVHMC               
has been awarded the Healthgrades Patient Safety Excellence Award for 2025. This is  
our second consecutive year receiving this award as we rank among the top 5% in the 
nation for patient safety.  

As you may have seen, the Hospital has also earned The Joint Commission Gold Seal of  
Approval® for Pulmonary Care Certification, Pneumonia Care, for the first time, and                
recently passed Laboratory re-certification. In addition, our Women’s Center received the 
Baby-Friendly five-year designation for the third time.  

For all these reasons and more, I truly believe that PVHMC is a great place to work, and I 
am grateful to work with such a dedicated team of individuals. Every Associate plays a 
part in our ability to shine through these surveys, so I thank you for your efforts to en-
sure we are providing top-notch care to our patients. We look forward to seeing the re-
sults of the surveys later this year. 

Lastly, I would like to remind our Associates of our low-cost $50 screening mammogram 
program, Spring Fling, for those who qualify. Early detection is vital for breast cancer, so 
please make sure to tell your friends, family and loved ones.  

I wish you all a happy spring season! 
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Welcome Class of 2028 
Family Medicine Residency Program Interns! 

Our residents will be starting with us in July—stay tuned for more updates. 
 

Angela Aguirre, MD 
Genokristo Ocheing, MD 

Ahudiya Ochuru, MD 
Dean Phan, DO 
Riley Sotelo, MD 

Estevan Yepez, DO  
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https://www.pvhmc.org/blog/2025/march/recipes-for-diabetes-
management/ 

https://www.pvhmc.org/blog/2025/march/recipes-for-diabetes-management/
https://www.pvhmc.org/blog/2025/march/recipes-for-diabetes-management/
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www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/distracted-driving.  

https://www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/distracted-driving
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Coming Up for April 2025… 
 

• Physical Wellness: Cancer-Fighting Foods  

• Emotional Wellness: Check Out Supportlinc’s Animo – Web and Mobile Tools for You 
and Your Family 

• Easy Recipe: Mixed Vegetable and Quinoa Salad 
 

Access  upcoming events /postings on the Wellness  for Life Intranet Page! 

https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/physical_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/emotional_wellness.php
https://intranet.pvhmc.org/main/associate/wellness_for_life/index.php
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Of all the holidays celebrated by different groups 
around the world each year, the Memorial of Jesus 
Christ's Death (April 12) is unique in that it is the 
only holiday officially observed by Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. Also known as the Lord’s Evening Meal, it is 
considered the most important day of the year by 
Witnesses.  The Memorial commemorates Jesus’s 
final meal with his apostles in Jerusalem before his 
crucifixion. It was during this meal that Jesus pre-
pared his followers for his coming death and in-
structed them to share in bread and wine in remem-
brance of him. Witnesses practice the sharing of 
unleavened bread and wine (known as “the em-
blems”) at this annual event, in accordance with 
their specific beliefs. In the weeks leading up to the 
Memorial, many Witnesses read Gospel accounts 
and listen to sermons to prepare spiritually. The  
Memorial is typically held at local Kingdom Halls or 
larger gathering places and includes prayer, the 
singing of hymns, education about Jehovah’s Wit-
ness principles, and ultimately the passing of the 
emblems of bread and wine.  In accordance with 
their teachings that exactly 144,000 faithful Chris-
tians (known as “the Anointed”) will be resurrected 
to heaven, only those who discern themselves to be 
one of the Anointed are to receive the emblems.  
 
When Jesus and the disciples met in Jerusalem for 
their final meal together, they were likely celebrat-
ing the Jewish holiday of Passover (April 12-20).  
Passover celebrates God shepherding the Jewish 
People (Israelites) out of Egypt, where they had 
been enslaved by Pharaoh. The exodus of the Jews 
from slavery to freedom is now recounted at the 
Passover seder, an evening meal held the first and 
second nights of Passover. The seder combines 
prayer, singing, story-telling, and the enjoyment of 
specific traditional foods like chicken soup, charoset 
(sweet apple-walnut relish), and gefilte fish.  Tradi-
tionally, non-Jews are welcomed as honored guests 
at the seder meal.  In remembrance of the exodus 
from Egypt, observant Jews do not consume any 
leavened products during this holiday, and clean 
their homes of any chametz (foods with grains or 
leavening agents, forbidden during Passover). In-
stead of bread, matzah (unleavened flatbread) is 
substituted, and many other traditional foods are 
enjoyed as part of the seder. 

 
Christians all around the world 
celebrate Holy Week (April 13-
20) culminating in Easter on Sunday, April 20.  
While it may not sound unusual for Christians to 
celebrate Easter together, it is actually very uncom-
mon due to a different interpretation of calendars 
dating back 1700 years. The last time Easter was 
observed on the same day in the Orthodox and 
western Christian traditions was 1054. The date of 
Easter is tied to Passover, but otherwise the actual 
date on which it is celebrated differs between Or-
thodox and other Christians. This year, the dates 
coincidentally overlap, creating a global celebration 
of this sacred commemoration of Jesus’s death and 
resurrection. Pope Francis, leader of the Catholic 
Church, called for a “date of unity” going forward. 
While this is the first time in any of our lifetimes 
that there has been a common date for Easter, it 
may not be the last.  
 
May you and your family enjoy blessings of hope, 
peace, joy, and love this month and always.              
To speak with a   Chaplain (available Monday—
Friday, 9am-5:30pm), please phone 909-469-9305. 
To request support for a patient or family, enter a 
Spiritual Care Services referral in PowerChart. 
 
April 2025 Holidays 
 

6 Ram Naval (Birthday of Lord Ram)—Hindu 
10 Mahavir Jayanti (Birthday of Lord Mahavira, spir-
itual leader)—Jain 
12 Memorial of Jesus Christ's Death—Jehovah’s 
Witness 
12-20 Pesach/Passover—Judaism 
13 Palm Sunday—Christian 
 Songkran/Theravada New Year—Theravada Bud-
dhist 
14 Vaisakhi (Spring harvest festival)—Sikh, Hindu 
17 Maundy Thursday—Christian 
18 Good Friday—Christian 
20 Easter—Christian 
 Pascha—Orthodox Christian 
20-May 1 Festival of Ridván—Bahá’í  
23 Yom HaShoah (Holocaust Remembrance Day)—
Judaism 

Celebrations in Community  
By Elizabeth Grainger, Palliative Care Chaplain 



 

32 

Listen to the clip here. 

Listen to the clip here. 

https://www.pvhmc.org/blog/2025/march/dr-kylie-fuller-speaks-to-knx-about-the-rise-in-/
https://www.pvhmc.org/blog/2025/march/dr-muzna-atif-speaks-to-knx-about-the-measles-va/
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